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 Meeting 11th September 2019 

Minutes 

1. Thanks to Crewe and Haslington URC for hosting our meeting and for the well-received 
cuppa. 

2. Opening Devotions were led by Sally Graham.  

3. Apologies were received from only 8 people who we thank for the courtesy of their 
notification. This meeting had only 14 people in attendance. As there are 38 people who 
are sent notification of the meeting, just a little reminder to please send notification if 
you are unable to attend. Thankyou. 

4. The minutes of the meeting held in May 2019 at Union Street Baptist were accepted. 

5. Matters arising – None. 

6. New appointments – None. 

7. Financial Report – was submitted and there was no further action as a result. 

8. Outreach 

a. Work with schools – There was nobody able to provide a report in this area. 

b. Love Crewe – The report was well received, and we anticipate further information at 

the next meeting. 

c. Report on Pentecostal Service – Sally Graham reported that this was a good service, 

although not many people attended. Despite this there were 7 churches represented 

there and the children present thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

9. Community and Social Action 

a. Food Banks Salvation Army and St Paul’s –  

i. The Salvation Army report was submitted by Major Steven Watson referring 

to the situation at the last meeting where funds were very stretched, (to the 

point of being almost non-existing in some places) and followed this with 

thanks to Churches Together in Crewe for the Donation which they received 

for £500.  

ii. The S.A. has been encouraging referring agencies to look at alternative 

sources of food over recent months meaning that those living in 

neighbouring towns are being directed to their local food banks,  where 

possible. Numbers have fallen a little as people are accessing other sources 

although the S.A. do continue to provide around 50 parcels per month.  

iii. They are now anticipating the Harvest when they will have their stock 

replenished from various schools and churches in the area in order to keep 

them going over the coming 12 months. 

iv. Steven also reported on the work done by the S.A. when the fire at 

Beechmere took hold so quickly. They have also been involved with the 
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donations which have come in for the people from there and by providing a 

listening ear to the residents where it was required. 

v. Finally, he mentioned that Christmas is fast approaching and asked that 

churches etc. wanting them to attend their Toy Services get in touch as soon 

as possible so that people can be scheduled to attend. 

vi. There was no update this month from St Paul’s but work there continues. 

b. Help at YMCA Night Shelter – 

i. Mark Hills reported to us from the YMCA and said that at the present time 

they have no need identified for anything ‘physical’ but that prayer support is 

desperately needed.  They will continue with the Night Shelter as per last 

time using the financial assistance, they are getting from government 

funding. However, the YMCA are currently busy preparing documentation to 

re-tender for work with / on behalf of local councils as the deadline for this is 

fast approaching.  As the work going forward becomes more certain and 

more defined, they will be able to provide further clarity about any assistance 

and volunteers they may need. 

ii. Major Steven Watson remarked that there does seem to be a decrease in the 

number of homeless in the town and is sure that this is due to the effort 

made by the YMCA to find and provide accommodation. 

c. Christmas Dinner - 

i. Helen Birtles confirmed that this is going ahead again this year. The format is 

expected to be similar to last year’s event, but this is to be confirmed at a 

preliminary meeting to discuss preparations etc. The meeting is to be held on 

Monday night the 23rd September 2019 at 7:00pm at the and is being held at 

Union Street Baptist. If there is anyone who would like to get involved with 

the organisation of this event they would be very welcome at the meeting. 

10. Ministers’ Meeting – From the last meeting of Churches Together in Crewe Rob Wykes 

agreed to organise these and the meeting for September was anticipated on the 1st 

Thursday of the month. Unfortunately there was only 2 people present (and 2 on the 

way). Sally Graham queried what the purpose of these meetings were and suggested that 

it would be as well to establish this. She agreed to take on this task and progress it. It was 

also asked whether we need to invite lay people from churches who are currently 

without a minister. The answer to this could probably be helped by the investigation to 

be undertaken by Sally. 

11. MMU Chaplaincy – David Edwards reported that the Site has now been transferred to 

The University of Buckingham and branding for Apollo has been placed.  The Apollo 

branding represents an area of Medical training. The Chaplaincy still have a place on site 

available to them, but this is not now with MMU. David asked whether the meeting 

considered that the Churches Together in Crewe would like to be involved going forward, 

with the University of Buckingham. This was considered by the meeting and agreed in the 

positive. David will therefore make an initial approach to the university. 

12. Street Pastors – Mark Hills provided information for the meeting with regards to this. 

Street Pastors are currently focusing on Youth and commenced in June this year. There is 

quite a large circuit that is covered by the street pastors who go out each Friday evening 

between 6pm and 9pm. So far, they have found that some weeks there is very few to 

engage with while at other times that there is. A breakfast review is scheduled for the 
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21st September when they will partake of a breakfast along with any re-assignment. It is 

also hoped that the police will be able to provide feedback from their perspective of the 

affect that Street Pastors are having.  

13. Always Ahead Project – David Edwards reported on the Always Ahead Initiative. The work 

is currently progressing as planned saying that they seem to be smashing the current 

objectives.  

One area which we can consider and possibly respond to is the opportunity for churches / 

Christians to be in the centre of the work. If there is anyone who feels that this is an area 

where they could be of help (or where someone within their church could help) please 

contact David by email on david@flaglanebaths.co.uk . 

The Summary position of where the initiative hope to be by end October 2019 is as 

follows: 

• To have a comprehensive funding strategy 

• To confirm the level of income opportunity from grant-making Trusts/Foundations 

• To have an indication of potential funding from grant-making Trusts/Foundations, 
following initial/stage 1 approaches 

• To have secured early support/commitment from local businesses, organisations, 
individuals etc. including the Formation of the ‘Friends of Flag Lane Baths’ group 

• To have received lead corporate pledged support of 10% of total Corporate target for 
build/refurbish element. 

The project going forward is to be split into 4 phases of work which can be progressed 

independently, with a plan to start the build in Jan 2021. Community groups are being 

established to take responsibility for progressing the actual day to day work of the 

centre. Again, this is where churches could get involved. It is hoped that this will be a 

diverse group of people. Please get in touch with David if you or people in your church 

are interested in being involved. 

14. Community Chaplaincy – Sally Graham reported that she now has funding to run the 

initial course. She is looking to find about 10-12 people who are excited about the 

establishment of a Community Chaplaincy Team in the town. Please post a copy of Sally’s 

report in your churches and encourage those who want to find out more to sign up for 

the course. It is hoped to start the course as soon as possible with a broad ecumenical 

base of representatives. 

15. Caritas – Rachel Hughes is the manager for Caritas. They are the social action charity for 

the Diocese of Shrewsbury and are to open a centre in the car park of St Mary’s church. 

Rachel will liaise with local charities as she progresses their work here in Crewe. 

16. Forthcoming Events 

a. United Service for Harvest – Jenny Matthews is to co-ordinate the joint harvest 

event on behalf of Churches Together. The Harvest Celebration will take place on 

29th September at 6:00pm. The venue will be St Stephens church. Please contact 

Jenny if further information is required 

b. United Service for Advent – There was no one present at the meeting to take this 

forward. So unfortunately, there will not be a joint Advent service this year.  

c. United Services in Ordinary Time - It was discussed at the meeting that the joint 

services held on a Sunday were extremely difficult to manage. It was a clear decision 
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of the meeting that these events need to be progressed TOGETHER, and to that end 

a more detailed discussion will be carried out at a later meeting. 

d. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – The dates for this were established as the 18th 

January through to 25th of January 2020. It was decided that the Churches Together 

in Crewe event would take place on Wednesday 22nd January 2020 at Union Street 

with a start time set of 7pm. Major Steven Watson has volunteered to speak with 

Helen Birtles to progress the who and what of the event. More details will be 

reported on the Churches Together in Crewe Web Site as they become available. 

17. Churches Together in Crewe Web Site - Fiona Healey reported the she has now got access 

to the web site and that she will start to review and progress any updates. The meeting 

agreed that if required Fiona was free to establish a new site if she felt it was required. 

She asked that people think about who in their churches would be the best person to 

have as a contact if she were to include on site a calendar of events of general interest. 

18. Any Other Business –  

a. Beechmere Court – As mentioned earlier (Salvation Army), the fire at Beechmere 

Court has had an incredibly negative effect on many people. The local churches and 

local volunteers have to date undertaken the various tasks magnificently along with 

the Crewe Town Council. Going forward it has been identified that the people from 

the residence now need a place / places where they can meet up regularly. Just 

somewhere that they can go and have a cuppa and a chat.  So please if you have this 

available let Hannah Marr from Crewe Town Council know the details. Hannah Marr 

can be contacted at Hannah.marr@crewetowncouncil.gov.uk or at Crewe Town Council 

on 01270 756975.  

b. Churches Together in Haslington – This was raised by a member of the Haslington 

churches who asked about the possibility of establishing this. The meeting discussed 

the idea based on there being approx. 5 churches in Haslington who would qualify. 

The resulting conclusion was that the most advantageous option was to invite the 

churches to join the Crewe churches together. Doing this would provide the 

churches with input to a greater involvement within the area. It was suggested that 

if the Haslington churches then wanted to have a meeting locally to discuss events 

and ideas within the Haslington area there was no reason why this could not 

happen. 

c. The Churches Together in Crewe Constitution – It was noted that the Crewe 

churches had not looked at the constitution for a number of years and that many of 

the church representatives had only inherently accepted them. It was proposed that 

it was time for this to be addressed. Sally Graham and Fiona Healey will take this 

proposition forward as Chairman and Secretary. 

d. Christmas Appeal - The Salvation Army asked that the churches remember that the 

Christmas Appeal will be running again this year. If anyone requires information 

relating to this, please contact Steven at the Salvation Army. Steven thanked 

everyone in advance for there help with this as it was only by the united help, they 

receive that they could hope to achieve the appeal’s objectives. 

19. Next Meeting – The next meeting of Churches Together in Crewe is to be on Wednesday 

January 15th. The time is to be brought forward to 7pm based on the darker nights of 

winter. The location is to be the Salvation Army Hall. 


